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Although the western half of the Roman Empire was overrun 
by barbarian tribes around 476 A.D., the influence of Rome’s 
culture continued. The Roman civilization left the world with 
many legacies still seen today. These contributions were 
made in art and architecture, technology and science,  
medicine, literature, language, religion, and law.
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The Legacies of Rome (700 B.C.E.-500 C.E)
You Mean Ancient Rome Had a Sports Stadium?

The Pantheon temple in Rome, Italy.
Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/0_Jupiter_-_Louvre_MR_254_-_
Louvre-Lens_%282%29.JPG

Architecture
Ancient Romans built a temple for all the gods called the 
Pantheon. This building had a large dome at the top held up 
by columns. The Coliseum, another legacy, was a stadium 
in Rome used for gladiator fights. The Coliseum could fit up 
to 50,000 people and is used today as a model for sports 
stadiums. The Roman Forum was an open space used as a 
marketplace and a public square. Many temples and public 
buildings were built around the Forum. 

Technology and Science
Ancient Rome was a very powerful and large empire. To make life easier, Roman engineers created a system of roads and 
bridges to connect the empire. Roads were built from Rome to every part of the empire leading to the saying, “All roads 
lead to Rome.” Roman arches were an advanced form of architecture that was used to support bridges and aqueducts. 

Aqueduct with Roman arches 
Source: http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/extmedia?id=ar027180&st=aq
ueduct&em=pc322879

Medicine
Ancient Rome also placed a  
great importance on public health. 
Romans knew that in order to stop 

Aqueducts were pipelines or channels created to bring water into cities 
and towns. Ptolemy was an important scientist, mathematician, and  
geographer. He lived in Alexandria and studied the motion of planets. He 
also helped develop cartography. Ptolemy’s geocentric claim that the 
earth was the center of the universe was believed until the 16th century.

Roman Roads   
Source: http://go.hrw.com/venus_images/0303MC05.gif

the spread of disease, they had to have conditions that would help keep the body 
clean. Public baths were located in every major town. These baths were used not 
only for swimming or taking a bath, but were also the center of social life. Romans 
also had access to a public water system. Water was pumped into the city and  
then a sewer system was created to pump out all the dirty water once it was used.  
Medical schools were also created in Rome where medical professionals could learn how to care for the sick. 

Literature
The Aeneid, one of the most famous works of Latin literature, was an epic poem written by Virgil. In his work, Virgil celebrated 
Roman history and praised the Roman traditions. He modeled his epic poem after the works of Homer in Greece

Language
Latin was the official language of the Roman Empire. This language was used as the base for many languages like French, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Italian, and Romanian. These languages are known today as Romance languages because of their Roman influence.  
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Quick Review

Connection to Today
Rome has greatly influenced the architecture of the United States. 
Buildings like the U.S. Capitol, the Lincoln Memorial, and the Jefferson 
Memorial all include Roman features such as columns, arches, and 
domes. Create a list of other buildings in the U.S. and beyond that are 
also influences of Roman architecture.

Resources
Learn 360
● The Colosseum [Coliseum]: Arena of Death  (http://goo.gl/ZZIw3)

● The Roman Empire: Cultural Contributions  (http://goo.gl/23vLX)

● Running Water and Aqueducts  (http://goo.gl/1YcPw)

1. Using the table above, which of the following 
achievements identify the Roman desire to 
address concerns with public health?

Which answer best completes  
the diagram? 

A. 1, 2, 3
B. 1, 2, 3, 4
C. 1, 2
D. 2, 3

4. Select 2 – 4 legacies of Rome and describe how they impact  
you today. 

Key Vocabulary
Legacy: something handed down from  
the past

Contribution: human action that makes 
something better

Aqueduct: pipeline or channel built to  
carry water

Cartography: the science and technique of 
making maps

Coliseum: large outdoor theater or arena in 
Rome used for gladiator fights and other  
public events 

Geocentric: describes the solar system when 
it is regarded as having the earth as its center

Virgil: Roman poet famous for his epic poem 
the Aeneid

Constantine: one of two powerful officials 
elected each year to command the army and 
direct the government

Twelve Tables: Rome’s written law code  
created by the plebeians and hung in the Forum

A. English
B. Arabic
C. Italian
D. Russian

2. Which number on the map identifies the location of this building?
A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

Religion
Rome began as a polytheistic civilization practicing Roman mythology. The monotheistic religion of Christianity began to 
spread into the Roman Empire by the late third century C.E. At first Christians were persecuted, but then Constantine  
converted to Christianity and made the religion legal. It became the official religion of the empire under Emperor Theodosius. 

Law
A final Roman legacy was its law system. Early Roman law helped increase the rights of Roman citizens. Romans 
believed that everyone, both the rich and the poor, should have equal rights under the law. The most important rule of 
Roman law was that a person was considered innocent until proven guilty. This idea came from the Twelve Tables which 
was Rome’s written law code. The laws were carved on twelve tablets and hung in the Roman Forum. 

1.  Public baths
2.  Medical schools
3.  Aqueducts
4.  Roads

3.


